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To the Author of the PLAIN-DEALER. 
SIR, 


$806:6°6:6:5:4 H ILE I intended.to have fent 
SOM O-8.6.4 you an Eflay on Plain-dealing, 
a $goA 1 fell into a Converfation, 
W ke which furnifhed me with it, 
SZ oe and the Narrative will be 
“e thought a more lively Enter- 
e2 tainment. The Society was 
compofed of fome of your old 
ftandard Friends, whofe agreeable Characters 
gave Life to your Undertaking —— I was car- 
ried thither to have the Honour of being intro- 
duced to the Plain-Dealer , but, it feems, you 
were taking fome Obfervations from your 
Watch-Tower of Barbican, concerning which, 
I make no donbt, we fhall hear fomething to 
our Advantage; and fo, as it happen’d, | 
mifs’d the Pleafure which had been promifed 
me. However, as your Admirer, I beg to be 
admitted into the Number of your Correfpon- 
dents, while 1 inform you, That the Company 
{ met, were the Clergyman, the Critick, Major 
Stedfaft, Ned Volatile, and your own dear Party 
Amile. 

The good Gentleman in Black, took Occafi- 
on, from our Speaking of the Title of your 
Paper, to diftinguifi « Plain-Dealer from a 
Rough-Dealer: That is, a Man, whofe Know- 
ledge, and Generofity infpire him with a De- 
light in befriending Mankind, from the brutal 
Impertinent, whofe Ignorance but affefs Mean- 
ing, and prompts him to fuppofe he appears 
Wifeft, when moft infufferably Shocking. The 
Virtues Of Plain. dealing, faid he, are, by awkard 
Imitators, debafed into Ill-Manners, and Inhu- 
manity. The Brute, who boafts of his Blunr- 
nefs, is a loud Cenfurer of other Mens Condra, 
and fever rightin his own.~—— His Eloquence 
isa Froth of Expreflion, without Depth, or Per- 
fpicuity. While his Depravity miftakes 
Brutalities for Beauties, the Graces of human 
Life are rejected by him as Frailties! Becavfe 
his own Nature is impenetrably obdurate, he 
calls Obftinacy Aagnanimity! Compaffion for the 
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Afflicted, is a Weaknefs in the Mind; and a Readi- 
nefs to forgive Injuries, an Affettation, or Defi- 
ciency Of Spirct. 

The Plain- Dealer, refining Nature, by Prin- 
ciple, acts the Inquifitor within himfelf, and 
throws out a Light of Example, as well ds In- 
ftruction, upon the World.——— The Former 
infults the Unfortunate. with Cenfure; but the 
Latter, reproaching only the Proud and Profpe- 
rous, corrodes not the Wounds of the Affli€ed, 
by infifting on paft, and irretrievable Mifcar- 
riages. Yet, by pointing out fome gentle Allafion 


‘to their AGions, he awakens a Refieétion, that 


can arm them for their future Safety —— We 
judge of Things impartially upon a Surprize, 
by fuch Comparifon; and, condemning our own 
Faults, in others, are forced to ftand felf-con- 
victed, when the Recoil is made upon our- 
felves, | 

But the Barbarity of a profound Pedant is ftill 
worfe, if poflible, than that of a fhallow Imper- 
titent. The Ignorance of the one, cag only 
move us to Contempt; but the Learning of the 
other, provokes our Deteftation. Tho’ Envy 
may hurt Genius, by urging it, in the Difguife 
of Flattery, upon too ardent and improper Ef- 
fays, yet, in the dogmatizing Pedant, it has 
fhock’d Worth much more fatally at its firft fet- 
ting out; and extinguifh’d a Sritit, which no 
Encouragement could re-kindle. A Pedant un- 
gratefully turns that Force to the Difcourage- 
ment of Learning, with which, Learning has 
arm’d him to make War againft Ignorance.——— 
While the Plain-Dealer teproves, he fets Azerits 
againft Errors, and the Luffre of the one, deepens 
the Srade of the other! To difplay but the 
dark Side of a Man, either damps him with a 
Terror, that incapacitates him for Aé€tion, or 
difgufts him into a ftubborn Indalgence of thofe 
Follies he would otherwife have grown afhamed 
of. Roughnefsin Converfation, being like Per- 
fecution im Religion, Profelytes are gain’d foon- 
eft by agentle Manner of Perfuafion; and I am 
pleas’d with a Saying that is recorded of King 
Eeny the Fourth of France—— A Drop of Ho 
néy draws more Flies, than a Spoonful of Vinegar. 
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Tad hort, tie Forde Sf a, fine Inftruction ought 
to ftrike like a Flafh of Lightning / As the Sub- 
tilty of the one, is faid to diflolve the Bone, with- 
out bruifing the Fiefh;, the other, with a Sur 
prize of Influence, fhoots Remorfe thro’ the 
Heart, before the Temper can be ruffled into a 
Difpofition to repulfe it. In this Light, a Plain- 
Dealeris-a Father, or rather a Friend, which 
is yet dearer.———- A Father may leave us Wealth 
and Titles, from which we may derive Awtho- 
rity or Diltin@ion ; but fuch a Friend, can teach 
us to be wife, and Wifdom illuftrates Obfcuri- 
ty, and adorns Dignity with an Eminence fu- 
perior to that of Fortune; it vefts us, too, with 
the nobleft Power, for it enables us to govern 
our own Paffions. Alexander jaftly preferr’d 
his Mafter Ariftotle to his Father Philip, The 
King, faid he, but made me a Prince, the Philofo- 
pher made me a Man. 

| obferved, That yourdear Patty Amble, de- 
lighting to ralk much, took little Pleafure in giv- 
ing Attention, But that Lady urges her Sex’s Pri- 
vileoe, when fhe declares an Antipathy to Plains 
dealing. Ab! cried the charming Coquet, how 
preferable is Flattery to Plain-cealing ? I know, 
that, in the common Cant,.Flatctery is. faid to be 
gro/s; that it is called, The Craft of the Conrtier ! 
The Seducer of Branty! and, The vain Promifer of 
a Happinefs, which it never means to beftow! 
But, let me tell you, they had done it more 
Juftice, had they called it, The Svorher of Dif- 
content! The Refiner of Fancy! The Imbellifhment 
of Converfation! The very Jnfpirer of ‘polite Plea- 
fures 1 ~--- What a Delicacy of Delight ‘fhould 
we then lofe, were that odious Plain-dealing to 
prevail? Mr. Volatile would no longer give the 
Tattling of a Lady, the complaifant Term of Live- 
Linefs ; nor the Afajor foften out Sex’s ‘Levities 
with the pretty Title of, Innocent Amuftments. 
Our Expence in Drefs, Equipage, Mafquerades, 
dnd Opera Subfcriprions, would lofe the agreeable 
Name of Polite Tafte, for that hideous one of 
idle Extravagance, fo that our darling Modes of 
Thinking, which we have fo long been told, 
are owipg to our Reafon and Difcernment, 
would then be forc’d to wear a much more 
mortifying Title, and be called, Our downright 
Vanity. 

I was willing to take the Advantage of this 
Paule; but beittg almoft grown your Rival, and, 
perceiving, the Gypfy recover Breath, I could 
not refift the Pleafure of lifkening to that ever- 
rambling, ever-agreeable Tongue! What Lover 
(continued the iachanting Trifler) would not 
rather be flatter’d into Hope, than abandon’d 
to Defpair by Plain-dealing ? The Coxcomb de- 
lightfully deceives himfelf, by fancying our ve- 
ry Denials to be Tokens of our future Favours, 
The Manof Senfe (who, when a Lover, is, of 
Courfe, to be miffaken) believes the Charmer, he 
admires, has a Wit as penetrating as her Eyes; 
and, vain of the real Worth he poffeffes, becomes 
Fool enough, in bis Tarn, to think Aéerit a Re- 
commendation to the Ladies! ———- Thus, when 
you flatter Us, you appear agreeable to us; 
when we flatter You, we fecure our Conquelts; 
and when we Both flatter Qur-felves, we con- 
fult and preferve our Quiet, Thefe are Plea- 
fures, which Plain-dealing would iutirely deface, 
and abolifh. 

But, Madam, cried Ned Volatile, as Beaus 
and Ladies admire Things for their Novelty, 


we Mén of Speculation, approve them moft for 
their Antiquity. ——~- A Man of Drefs, is 
pleas’d with a Sword-Knot and Cane-String, 


‘after the neweft Fafhion ; while a Virtuofo prefers - 


a rulty Roman Favelin to the White Wand of 
a Lord Treafurer. The Herald derives the 


Honour of Families from their Antiquity: And 
fince there cam- be.n0 Doubt, but fe ee 


more ancients it muf€ therefore be mare béko 
adle than Plain- dealing, , - 

Plain-dealing, interrupted the Critick, had been 
more gracefully drawn, in the favourite Chara- 
Ger of Mr. Wicherley’s Comedy ; if his good 
Qualities, remaining equally ftrong, had~been 
foften’d, to appear more amiable, But hisJudgment 
is mix’d with Partiality, and\his “Wit. with I}}- 
manners. He’s impatient of Contradiction, and 
exceeds, in Self-conceitednefs,the very Coxcombs. 
he contemns.——~ As a Lover, his Indecency 
¢hécks our Regard, and feems to juftify the 
fil-nfage ‘which hé meets with. 

Could Plain-dealing (obferv’d the A4ajor) be 
forgiven among the Grear, it would botir adorn 
and defend theni. On the contrary, Double. 
dealing, which is an Accomplifhment they are 
fond of, has been, more dangerous to Princes, 
than the moft open Rebellion. Had Targuin 
never trufted the Diflimulation of the Firft, Bru- 
tus, the Expulfion of his Race had been pre- 
vented: And, I think, it may. eafily be deter- 
mined, by the Unprejudiced, how far the ad- 
mired Laft of that Name deviated from his 
boafted Honefty, when he confpired againft the 
Man, whofe Intereft he efpoufed, and whofe 
Particular Affection had pardon’d, promoted, 
and confided in him when, in the Perfon of 
that God-like Cafar, ‘he affaflinated his Father, 
his Friend, and his Preferver, . .. +; 

1 had now an Opportunity to offer my Sen- 
timents, in my Turn; and ventur’d to inter- 
pofe as follows.——— Were Plain-dealing a Court 
Virtue, it would free great Numbers from the 
Mifery of a vain Dependance, and avoid the 
Refentment of thofé, whom Double-dealing dif. 
appoints, or makes Inftruments of. Greatnefs 
proves often too weak a Protection; for. the 
meaneft Adverfary may become coxfiderable in 
Mifchief. However an angry Multitude may 
vary in their Tempers, their Paflions, like dif- 
ferent Arrows, carry all the fame Sharpnefs, 
and are commonly pointed at one Mark.—— 
Upon the Whole, If Wifdom is better than 
Cunning, if Honefly may be. allowed the /afef 
Principle of Policy ; there is then this Difference 


‘betwixt Doxble-dealing and Plain-dealing ; The 


one, confounds Families, and Kingdoms, and 
tenders the Guilty, when difcover’d, deteftable, 
even ia the Grave : The other, confirms Jaftice, 
banifhes Diftruft from Correfpondence, ftrength- 
ens Friendfhip in Private ; and in Publick, is the 
Mark of a Patriot; and will tranfmit the Pof- 
felfor’s Memory tothe Affection of future Ages, 


Tam, Sir, 
Your moft humble Servant, 
R. S. 


—— 





In the lait Praun-Dearer, P. 1. Col, 3. Line 23, 
for obferve, read deferve. 
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